
Minute of Extraordinary Meeting of Kinross Community Council held at the Masonic Hall, Kinross, on Wednesday, 7 December, 2011.

Present:  Community Council members C Watson, D Colliar, B Davies, D West, D Cuthbert, D Mackay, M Blyth, M Scott and Councillors S Miller, K Baird, M Barnacle and W Robertson.  Also present two police representatives and 7 members of the public.

Absent:

CC Members L MacKay, B Freeman and I Jack.

At this point the meeting was chaired by Councillor Baird who explained that this was the inaugural meeting of the new CC and it was her privilege to act as Chairperson for the first item on the Agenda.

One

Appointment of Chairperson

Campbell Watson was nominated by David Colliar and seconded by Dot Mackay.

Carried

CC Watson accepted the Chair, welcomed those present and continued with the items on the Agenda as follows:-

Two

Appointment of Officers

Appointment of Vice- Chair

David West was nominated by Campbell Watson and seconded by Barry Davies.

Carried

Appointment of Treasurer

Ian Jack was nominated by Campbell Watson and seconded by  Margaret Blyth.

Carried

A Financial Statement was circulated showing the cash asset as £1,228.00 with a Laptop in addition.

Appointment of Secretary

Margaret Scott was nominated by Margaret Blyth and seconded by David Colliar.

Carried

Appointment of Data Controller

Margaret Scott was nominated by David Cuthbert and seconded by Barry Davies.

Carried

Appointment of Planning Officer

William Freeman was nominated by David Colliar and seconded by David Cuthbert.

Carried

Three

Adoption of Constitution, Standing Orders and Code of Conduct for Community Councillors

CC Colliar raised a question in relation to condition 14 “Control of Finance”, explaining that both Light Up Kinross and the Newsletter are affiliated organisations of the CC and asked for clarification if these were covered under this clause.  This was confirmed and it was agreed that we should adopt the Constitution, Standing Orders and Code of Conduct. The proposal was made by David Colliar and seconded by Campbell Watson.

Four

Meeting dates and venue 2012

The first meeting was agreed as Wednesday 4 January 2012, however at the end of the general meeting it was agreed that we would meet next in February 2012.  Thus the first meeting will take place on 1 February, 2012 and the first Wednesday of each month following.  The Annual General Meeting will be held on    2 May, 2012.  Meetings will take place in the Masonic Hall, Kinross at 7.30 p.m. on these dates.

Five

Training Issues

Once the signed Constitutions are received by the Council they will organise the appropriate training.

Six

AOCB 

No matters were raised

Seven

Date of next meeting 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 2nd May 2012.

The next General Meeting will be held on 1 February 2012.

Minute of Meeting of Kinross Community Council held at the Masonic Hall, Kinross, on Wednesday, 7th December, 2011 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:  Community Council members C Watson, D Colliar, B Davies, D Cuthbert, D West, D Mackay, M Blyth, M Scott, B Freeman and Councillors S Miller, K Baird, M Barnacle and W Robertson.  Also present two police representatives and  7 members of the public.

CC Watson thanked CC Davies for taking the Minutes at the Meeting on 2nd November.

One

Apologies

Apologies were received from CC members I Jack and L MacKay.

Two

Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday, 2 November, 2011.

The Minutes were proposed by David Colliar and seconded by B Davies.

Carried

Three

Police Report

PC Victoria Riches and her colleague were present this evening.

Internet Scam - Members of the public who are online receive a pop-up message claiming to be from Strathclyde Police.  The message then states that person’s computer has been locked by Police and they will need to call a given number and pay £100 fine as they have been viewing adult content online - which is not the case.  This is an Internet scam and has absolutely nothing to do with Strathclyde Police, also police forces never ask the public for money.  The Police urge the public not to follow the instructions on screen or call the number given or send any money.  The Police reported on incidents in Tayside area involving a phone call alerting people that there is a problem with their Bank Account and asking them to phone a number.  Once connected personal details are requested at this stage.  The Police advised that the line is not closed on the first phone call.  In one situation a large amount of money was removed from the person’s account.  The Police confirmed that four people have been identified for this crime.  They ask that we help to make people aware of this situation.

The Chief Constable of Tayside Police has recently announced her decision to move towards a single territorial division thus amalgamating the three existing Western, Central and Eastern Divisions.  The Community Policing Section is headed by Sergeant Sandra Williams.  Local Community Officers have also been assigned. 

Tayside Police - Making a Difference - in conjunction with the National Festive Safety Drink/Driving Campaign 2011, officers plan to operate a local initiative within the Kinross area between Monday 5 December and Tuesday 3 January 2012.   Particular attention will be given to - Drink/Drug Drivers; vehicle defects (in particular to winter driving conditions); speeding offences; seatbelt offences and miscellaneous road traffic offences.

Operation Homesafe - runs during the festive period until over the new year (2nd November to 7th January)  The aim is reducing time for house and public safety, covering areas such as anti social behaviour and alcohol and violence.

Speeding - Several speed checks were carried out in Junction Road, Kinross - no offences detected to date.

Recent crimes/issues in the area include:- Diesel thefts from (3) Balado Quarry; burn marks discovered at Mortuary within County Buildings; theft of sat navs from vehicles in Springfield Park (all under enquiry) Gallowhill Gardens car incident  theft of a motor car in Bowton Road on 22nd November (one person traced and arrested)

Campus - The Police are aware of youths throwing snowballs and stones.

Four

Matters arising from the Meeting held on Wednesday, 2 November, 2011

Miller’s Bar - ACTION - we are to ask the Council for clarification as to when this Development is to commence.

High School Building - Some interest has been shown in this site.  A Closing Date may be set at the end of March.

Common Good Fund - ACTION - we are to write to the Council for clarification on how they determine the criteria in relation to the Common Good Fund.  We are also to copy this to Alex Salmond.

Flooding/access at the Old Surgery - ACTION - Councillor Robertson is to check this out.  It was hoped that repairs would be put in place before the end of this financial year.  The Road Dept plan to create a soakaway in this area.

Five

T in the Park - A meeting is to be held tomorrow to determine whether the proposed extended number for Friday is approved. Councillor Robertson asked for an extension of time to allow the CC to discuss this but the request was rejected.  Any objection/comments have to be received by 10 a.m. tomorrow morning.  A Multi Agency Meeting will be held prior to this at 9 a.m.

See below for futher information.
Six

Future of Kinross Buildings

See Below

Seven

Planning

11/01719/FLL

21 Burnbank Meadows

Alterations and partial change of use from domestic dwelling (Class 9) to child minding business (Class 10) (in retrospect)

11/01804/FLL

Gellybank Farm

Alterations and change of use of agricultural building to form stables (in retrospect)

Cockairney Cottage

Kinross

Installation

Determined

11/01603/FLL

18 Springfield Park

Extension to house

Approved

11/01691/FLL

3 Springfield Road

Alterations and extension to dwelling house

Approved

11/01687/FLL

Kinross House

Erection of a new gate and section of stone wall

Approved

11/04170/FLL

Gellybank Farmhouse

Erection of a wind turbine and formation of road entrance and driveway (Modification of Consent 10/00124/FUL)

Approved

11/01741/TW

Kinross House

Felling and thinning of trees

Approved

10/00264/FLL

Loch Leven Inn, 6 Swansacre

Change of Use of Office (former public house) to dwelling house 

Approved

11/01055/FLL

Baltree Farm, Hatchbank

Erection of an agricultural building (in retrospect)

Refused 

Ivy Cottage - Answering a query it was confirmed that the Developer has received permission to level the site, however planning consent has not been granted for the retirement flats which are planned for this area.

Swansacre Building - Both properties are now occupied.

Eight

Report from Councillors

Cricket Pavilion - Councillor Miller commented on the Petition which is being circulated and asked that support is given to this proposal.

Dropped Kerbs - Councillor Robertson commented on the dropped kerbs at the end of Swansacre and in Station Road. Green Park/Ochil View area have no dropped kerbs and Councillor Robertson asked the Council that this be added to a forward budget.

Town Hall - Councillor Baird advised that a planning application is about to be lodged.

Bag Scheme - Councillor Baird reported on the withdrawal of this pilot scheme and added that she is endeavouring to find out why this has been discontinued.

Councillor Barnacle advised that the Kinross-shire Network (Forum) will next meet at the Campus in January.

Councillor Barnacle updated those present in relation to the Local Development Plan explaining that the briefing will take place on 14 December with representations in the New Year for a three month period.  TayPlan is now being submitted to the Scottish Ministers.

Nine

Correspondence

Milnathort in Bloom - Letter of acknowledgement and gratitude for the financial support provided from the Newsletter funds.

T in the Park - Several complaints were received from members of the public in relation to the proposed increase in numbers for Friday evening.  Comments made in these communications include - 

Will defeat the purpose of opening campsites on Thursday to help stagger the numbers of festival-goers arriving each day.  As  a resident of Gallowhill Road I also fear that the increase will lead to extension of the “main event” nights and so the number of days/nights that noise and inconvenience to locals not involved in the festival are experienced.  (The organisers do not appear to have much concern for this inconvenience now that they have firmly established Kinross as the venue for the festival).  

I feel there is a problem with campsite noise at T in the Park and until that is satisfactorily dealt with I wouldn’t want to see numbers increasing.  Complaint in relation to the noise late on Saturday night through to the early hours of Sunday morning during 2011 T in the Park; especially the noise level between 0100 and 0145 hours on Sunday 10 July 2011 from the campsite.  I have no problem at all with the noise through the day, but I think it is unacceptable for the noise to go on when most residents are trying to sleep.  The campsite is less than a mile from Kinross and I think that the campsite entertainment should end at midnight.  

I cannot believe this request as surely 75000 fans are more than enough.  If anything the capacity should be decreased if any capacity figures are to be examined.  The event in my opinion is far too big as it is for Kinross and the surrounding area to host every year.  Kinross cannot cope any longer with the event - hassle to local residents for a whole week, transport chaos, litter everywhere and local businesses not gaining the benefit of years ago as every possible request is catered for in the event.  Also the vandalism, thefts, drug use that become rife when the event is here is another factor.  As a local resident the event has become an annual pest as all normal activity is halted for over a week, noise levels are shocking, road access is a disgrace, old and vulnerable people are frightened to go out the house in my street.  In fact T in the Park is dreaded by many in neighbouring streets and a large amount go away for the weekend.  Local residents should get greater access to tickets or big discounts and free passes to a lot more especially those inconvenienced by the whole carry on - 2 tickets is not acceptable.  T in the Park should give Kinross a rest for say one year to access wider local opinion on the event.   

My main concern with increasing the capacity is crowd crush.  When I went in 2006 I experienced a very scary crowd crush when an act finished on the Main Stage and everyone surged to get to the NME stage.  I couldn’t move in the direction I wanted to go and was eventually lifted off my feet.  It lasted for several minutes and could have been disastrous.  A further concern is that the young (and older!) festival go-ers get very excited and drink too much too quickly at the start of the event.  They eventually calm down and realise they have to pace themselves but I see Friday night as having a high incidence of drunkenness. This combined with the larger numbers could also create further incidents.  I’m not an “angry of Kinross” - but felt compelled to give my views on this occasion.  The person has attended T in the Park in 2006, 2009, 2010 and 2011. 

As a result of the discussion with the Health & Safety Executive, this year, the site layout and design was altered in an attempt to accommodate and facilitate the requirements regarding the proximity of the pipe-line to the event.  Further amendments to the layout are planned for 2012/2013 and as a result of these proposed changes D  F Concerts suggest that the site is now capable of hosting a full arena audience of 85,000 on the Friday.  This would be made up of the existing 75,000 campers, the existing 5,000 Friday day ticket sales previously sold each year and a new additional 10,000 day ticket sales. With an increased capacity to this level they would look to expand their Friday night operation within the arena to incorporate a full line up on all of the stages to perform within the current licensing arrangements.

Councillor Baird commented that the crucial time to submit complaints is when the event is taking place.  It was confirmed that the extra 10,000 allocation on Friday is day tickets only and these people would not be camping.  The level of traffic however would be increased and on a work day when people would be travelling to and from work.  The other major concern is the lack of supervision at the campsite with noise levels being excessive over the period.  It was mentioned that there is a number people can phone during the event if they have any concerns and it is manned 24 hours.  Leaflets are also circulated to people residing in the area.

Comment was made to the Public Meeting convened at the Green Hotel in November.  The advertising for this was erroneous and thus the attendance was low.  A number of the CC were in attendance.

Discussion was held on the noise levels.  It was explained that monitors are installed at the event and around various streets. It was commented that the readings in Renton Drive were all above the European Guidelines for that time of day.

Eileen Thomas downloaded papers from the Council Website and read out part of an article to those present.

Councillor Baird stated that she would discuss this at the Multi Agency Meeting and raise the question of the campsite noise.

The CC concerns are the level of traffic, over the whole period, and the added volume on the Friday.  The noise from the campsite also requires to be addressed.  There are also other issues which we would like to raise.

Following the above discussion on the proposal to increase the numbers attending T in the Park on Friday by 10,000, a vote was taken by the CC, the result being 5 for, 1 against and 3 abstained.

ACTION - The Councillors will pass on the result of our vote, and also our views on this.  CC West also offered to forward an email to the Council.

Winter Watch Initiative - Voluntary Action Perthshire have launched a new scheme to identify the support that local communities need and provide for each other - called Winter Watch - A Helping Hand.  Co-ordinating those activities run by Organisations/Groups, Volunteers, Good Neighbours, Local Businesses, Community Members - all can register on this scheme.   Covering areas such as accommodation for people evacuated from their homes, snow clearing, bringing people their weekly shopping, transport etc.

County Buildings - Invitation to Exhibition about the Kinross County Buildings by local artist Catherine Markie to be held at 7 p.m. on Tuesday 10th January in the Library at the Campus.  The Kinross-shire Partnership thought that this would be a good opportunity to ask the community about their views on the future of the buildings. Questionnaires will be available.

Scottish Civic Trust and Planning Aid for Scotland - Seminar at the Campus on Thursday 8th December at 4.00 p.m.  The Seminar will describe their respective roles in assisting in planning matters.

Data Controller - Council require name of person then they will process the renewal along with the £35.00 registration fee.

Pressured Area Designation - The Council is currently consulting on the proposal to apply a pressured area designation across the entire Perth & Kinross area for a period of 10 years.  This designation would mean that council tenants who entered their tenancy on or after 30 September 2002 would have their Right to Buy suspended for a period of 10 years.  Feedback  requested by 30 December. The Council explain that there is currently a shortage of “affordable” housing and a great deal more applications for Council and Housing Association rented properties than there are vacancies which is resulting in extremely long housing waiting lists.  At 31 March 2011, the Council had a social rented stock of 7,333 properties and the Housing Associations operating within the area had a stock of approx. 3,630 social rented properties.  At 25 July 2011, there were 5,574 applicants on the Common Housing Register.  Over 9,000 Council properties have been sold since the inception of the Right to Buy scheme in October 1980.

Path at Leisure Centre - Flooding in this area - path now impassible.  Water is 150mm up the side of the transformer.  CC Davies asked that this work now be actioned by the Council.

Ten

Any Other Business

CC Freeman mentioned that there is no grit in the bin beside his house.  He also made comment to the road in front of Sainsbury’s.

CC Davies praised the Musical Event in November which was well organised and a great success.

Newsletter Funds - Milnathort Cracking Ceilidh - the sum donated was to be returned to the Newsletter as this Organisation disbanded following receipt of the contribution.

ACTION - CC Watson will check this out.

County Buildings - No further progress in this matter.  CC Watson is to meet with the Partnership and David Littlejohn and will clarify the CC position in relation to the Licence/Lease. There is a strong interest in the building and we will hold off and see how this develops.  The Council want us to give up our interest in the building while they negotiate with the other interest.  We do not want to do this until we see if this is going ahead.  David Littlejohn setting up a meeting at Council Offices.

We are to ask if we can change this back to Kinross.

Next Meeting - Wednesday 1 February 2012 - 7.30 p.m. in the Masonic Hall.


